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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1. The following informalities in the claims are noted: (A) in claim 2, on line 2, "lay" 
should be changed to read —layer—. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such fiill, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

3. Claims 1-6, 10-20, 22, 23 and 25-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as 
failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled 
in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the 
claimed invention. 

Claims 1 and 25 call for "a first side having a first internal surface and a first external 
surface" and "a second side having a second internal surface and a second external surface". 
However, the originally filed specification describes and supports "One non-limiting, 
representative example of an applicator of the present invention includes a semi-enclosed 
applicator such as the disposable mitt 10" (note the sentence beginning on line 4 on page 8), 
"The mitt 10 has a front outer surface 31, a front inner surface 32, a back outer surface 33, and a 
back inner surface 34, The front and back inner surfaces define a hollow interior 29 into which a 
hand may be inserted through an opening in the cuff portion 21. The mitt 10 includes a front 
panel 24, which defines the front outer surface 31, and a back panel 26, which defines the back 
outer surface 33." (note the sentence beginning on line 16 of page 8). Hence the originally filed 
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specification fails to describe what constitutes the claimed first and second sides, first and second 
internal surfaces, and first and second external surfaces. 

Claim 2 calls for "a first substantially fluid-impervious barrier layer is located between 
said reservoir and said second internal surface". However, the originally filed specification 
describes and supports "In order to protect the hand of the user from contact with the product 
during the dispensing and/or dispersing operation, the applicators of the present invention can 
include a barrier layer 25, the interior of which defines the front inner surface 32 that faces the 
wearer's hand during use." (note the sentence beginning on line 30 of page 22) and "To protect 
the wearer's hand from contact with liquids absorbed by the back panel 26, it may be desirable 
for some applications to include an optional additional fluid impervious barrier layer 27, the 
interior of which defines the back inner surface 34 that faces the wearer's hand during use." (note 
the sentence beginning on line 1 of page 28). Hence, the originally filed specification fails to 
describe what constitutes the claimed "first substantially fluid-impervious barrier layer" that "is 
located between said reservoir and said second internal surface". 

Claim 13 calls for "a second substantially fluid-impervious barrier layer disposed 
between said first barrier layer and said second internal surface". However, the originally filed 
disclosure merely supports "To protect the wearer's hand from contact with liquids absorbed by 
the back panel 26, it may be desirable for some applications to include an optional additional 
fluid impervious barrier layer 27, the interior of which defines the back inner surface 34 that 
faces the wearer*s hand during use." (note the sentence beginning on line 1 of page 28). Hence, 
the originally filed specification fails to describe what constitutes the claimed "second 
substantially fluid-impervious barrier layer" that "is disposed between said first barrier layer and 
said second internal surface". 

Claims 25 and 30 call for "a flow restriction layer disposed between said reservoir and 
said first external surface" and "a flow restriction layer disposed between said reservoir and said 
first side", respectively. However, the originally filed disclosure fails to support or describe such 
a disposition of a flow restriction layer. 
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Claim 28 calls for "a substantially fluid-impervious barrier layer disposed between said 
reservoir and said second internal surface". Like claim 2 above, the originally filed specification 
describes and supports "In order to protect the hand of the user from contact with the product 
during the dispensing and/or dispersing operation, the applicators of the present invention can 
include a barrier layer 25, the interior of which defines the front inner surface 32 that faces the 
wearer*s hand during use " (note the sentence beginning on line 30 of page 22) and "To protect 
the wearer's hand from contact with liquids absorbed by the back panel 26, it may be desirable 
for some applications to include an optional additional fluid impervious barrier layer 27, the 
interior of which defines the back inner surface 34 that faces the wearer's hand during use." (note 
the sentence beginning on line 1 of page 28). Hence, the originally filed specification fails to 
describe what constitutes the claimed "substantially fluid-impervious barrier layer" that "is 
disposed between said reservoir and said second internal surface". 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 1-6, 10-20, 22, 23 and 25-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1, it is unclear how the "substance" recited on lines 1 and 8 structurally relate to 
one another. Additionally, it is unclear as to which "substance", i.e., that recited on line 1 or line 
8, "said substance" on line 1 1 is referring to. 

In claim 1, it is unclear how the "target surface" recited on lines 1-2, 8 and 13 structurally 
relate to one another. 

In claim 11, it is unclear how the "substance" recited on line 3 structurally relates to that 
recited in claim 1. 

In claim 1 1, it is unclear how the "target surface" recited on line 3 structurally relates to 
that recited in claim 1. 
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In claim 14, it is unclear how the "target surface" recited on lines 2-3 structurally relates 
to that recited in claim 1 . 

Claim 19 contains a term lacking proper antecedent basis. The claim recites the 
limitation "said at least one" in line 1. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in 
the claim. 

In claim 25, it is unclear how the "substance" recited on lines 1 and 7 structurally relate 
to one another. Additionally, it is unclear as to which "substance", i.e., that recited on line 1 or 
line 7, "said substance" on lines 9-10 is referring to. 

In claim 25, it is unclear how the "target surface" recited on lines 1-2, 7 and 11 
structurally relate to one another. 

In claim 29, it is unclear how the "substance" recited on lines 1 and 8-9 structurally relate 
to one another. Additionally, it is unclear as to which "substance", i.e., that recited on line 1 or 
line 8-9, "said substance" on line 10 is referring to. 

In claim 29, it is unclear how the "target surface" recited on lines 1-2 and 9 structurally 
relate to one another. 

In claim 30, it is unclear how the "substance" recited on lines 1 and 5 structurally relate 
to one another. Additionally, it is unclear as to which "substance", -i.e., that recited on line 1 or 
line 5, "said substance" on lines 8-9 is referring to. 

In claim 30, it is unclear how the "target surface" recited on lines 1-2 and 5 structurally 
relate to one another. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - , 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-6, 10-20 and 25-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) and 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Gruenbacher et al (6,508,602). 

With respect to claim 1, Gruenbacher et al. ('602) disclose an applicator 10 having all the 
claimed features including a first side (constituted by panel 24) having a first internal surface 32 
and a first external surface 31; a second side (constituted by panel 26) having a second internal 
surface 34 and a second external surface 33; and a flexible film dosing reservoir 30 (note lines 
14-16 in col. 8 and lines 10-1 1 in col. 15) comprising a resealable channel 44 (note lines 1-14 in 
col. 8) in fluid communication with the reservoir 30, the reservoir 30 containing a substance for 
distributing onto a target surface (note lines 9-10 in col. 1) and having a predetermined weak 
region (note lines 28-31 in col. 6), the reservoir 30 being disposed between the first external 
surface 31 of the first side and the second internal surface 34 of the second side (note Fig. 2), the 
substance being releasable fi-om the reservoir 30 through the resealable channel 44 (note lines 
48-51 in col. 7) and through the first side to the target surface (note from line 65 in col. 3 to line 
1 in col. 4) by an application of pressure to the reservoir 30 (note lines 60-62 in col 4 and from 
line 67 in col. 4 to line 1 in col. 5). 

With respect to claim 2, Gruenbacher et al. (*602) also disclose a first substantially fluid- 
impervious barrier layer 25 located between the reservoir 30 and the second internal surface 34 
of the second side (note Fig, 2), 

With regard to claim 13, Gruenbacher et al. (*602) further disclose a second substantially 
fluid-impervious barrier layer 27 disposed between the first barrier layer 25 and the second 
internal surface (note lines 27-3 1 in col. 9). 

With regard to claim 14, Gruenbacher et al. ('602) additionally disclose a second flexible 
film dosing reservoir 35 containing a second substance for distributing on the target surface (note 
lines 35-38 in col. 9). 
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With respect to claim 3, Gruenbacher et al. (*602) also disclose that the applicator is 
selected from the group consisting of gloves, mitts (note lines 40-42 in col. 3), pads (note lines 1- 
3 in col. 13) and wipes (note line 60 in col, 6 and line 24 in col. 9). 

With respect to claim 4, Gruenbacher et al. ('602) further disclose that the flexible film 
dosing reservoir 30 is rupturable (note lines 60-62 in col. 4). 

With regard to claim 5, Gruenbacher et al. ('602) additionally disclose that the flexible 
film dosing reservoir 30 is rendered rupturable by a frangible seal (note lines 62-64 in col. 4). 

With regard to claim 6, Gruenbacher et al. ('602) also disclose that the flexible film 
dosing reservoir 30 is foldable proximate to the frangible seal (note lines 22-30 in col. 8). 

With regard to claim 12, Gruenbacher et al. ('602) further disclose that the frangible seal 
has at least one stress concentrator (note lines 1-4 in col. 5). 

With respect to claim 10, Gruenbacher et al. ('602) additionally disclose that the flexible 
film dosing reservoir 30 further includes a distribution head (note lines 48-49 in col. 7) in fluid 
communication with the resealable channel through which the substance is released from the 
reservoir to the first side (note from line 61 in col. 7 to line 16 in col. 8). 

With respect to claim 11, Gruenbacher et al. ('602) also disclose that the flexible film 
dosing reservoir 30 further comprises a plurality of chambers or compartments with each, 
compartment containing a substance for distributing on the target surface and the compartments 
being adapted to provide at least one function wherein the function is selected from the group 
consisting of mixing, multiple dispensing, and sequential dispensing (note lines 15-60 in col. 7). 

With respect to claim 15, Gruenbacher et al. ('602) further disclose that the flexible film 
dosing reservoir 30 comprises a material capable of varying seal strengths (note lines 4-25 in col. 
6). 

With respect to claim 16, Gruenbacher et al. ('602) additionally disclose that the first side 
is a substantially non-absorbent material (note lines 1-3 in col. 4). 

With respect to claim 17, Gruenbacher et al. ('602) also disclose that the second side is a 
substantially absorbent material (note lines 8-12 in col. 9). 
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With respect to claim 18, Gruenbacher et al. ('602) further disclose a friction enhancing 
element located on at least one of the first and second sides (note lines 42-48 in col. 9). 

With regard to claim 19, Gruenbacher et al. ('602) additionally disclose that at least one 
of the first and second sides is textured (note lines 57-64 in col. 10). 

With regard to claim 20, Gruenbacher et al. ('602) also disclose that the flexible film 
dosing reservoir 30 is located to avoid inadvertent dispensing (note lines 22-59 in col. 8). 

With regard to claim 25, Gruenbacher et al. ('602) disclose an applicator 10 having all 
the claimed features including a first side (constituted by panel 24) having a first internal surface 
32 and a first external surface 31; a second side (constituted by panel 26) having a second 
internal surface 34 and a second external surface 33; a rupturable laminate film reservoir 30 
(note lines 19-22 and 63 in col. 5) comprising a resealable channel 44 (note lines 1-14 in col. 8) 
in fluid communication with the reservoir 30, the reservoir 30 containing a substance for 
distributing onto a target surface (note lines 9-10 in col. 1), the reservoir 30 being disposed 
between the first external surface 31 of the first side and the second internal surface 34 of the 
second side (note Fig. 2), the substance being releasable from the reservoir 30 through the 
resealable channel 44 (note lines 48-51 in col. 7) and through the first side to the target surface 
(note from line 65 in col. 3 to line 1 in col. 4) via an application of pressure to the reservoir 30 
(note lines 60-62 in col. 4 and from line 67 in col. 4 to line 1 in col. 5); and a flow restriction 
layer (constituted by the layer 37, note Unes 16-29 in col. 4) disposed between the reservoir 30 
and the first external surface. 

With respect to claim 26, Gruenbacher et al. ('602) also disclose that the reservoir is a 
flexible film reservoir (note line 63 in col. 5 and lines 10-11 in col. 15). 

With respect to claim 27, Gruenbacher et al. ('602) further disclose that the applicator is 
selected from the group consisting of a glove, a mitt (note lines 40-42 in col. 3), a pad (note lines 
1-3 in col. 13) and a wipe (note line 60 in col. 6 and line 24 in col. 9). 
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With respect to claim 28, Gruenbacher et al. ('602) additionally disclose a substantially 
fluid-impervious barrier layer 25 disposed between the rupturable reservoir 30 and the second 
internal surface 34 (note Fig. 2). 

With respect to claim 29, Gruenbacher et al. ('602) disclose an applicator 10 having all 
the claimed features including a first side (constituted by panel 24) having a first internal surface 
32 and a first external surface 31; a second side (constituted by panel 26) having a second 
internal surface 34 and a second external surface 33; a flexible film dosing reservoir 30 (note 
lines 14-16 in col. 8 and lines 10-11 in col. 15) comprising at least one frangible seal 45 (note 
lines 60-64 in col. 4 and Fig. 7) and a distribution channel 44 disposed proximate the seal 45 
(note Fig. 7), the reservoir 30 containing a substance for distributing onto a target surface (note 
lines 9-10 in col. 1), the reservoir 30 being disposed adjacent the first side (note Fig. 2), the 
substance being sequentially releasable (note lines 17-20 in col. 7) through the seal 45 and 
through the distribution channel 44 to the first side via multiple applications of pressure to the 
reservoir 30 (note lines 60-62 in col. 4, from line 67 in col. 4 to line 1 in col. 5 and lines 1-21 in 
col. 8). 

With respect to claim 30, Gruenbacher et al. ('602) disclose an applicator 10 having all 
thexlaimed features including^a first side (constituted by panel 24) having a first internal surface 
32 and a first external surface 31; a second side (constituted by panel 26) having a second 
internal surface 34 and a second external surface 33; a reservoir 30 containing a substance for 
distributing onto a target surface (note lines 9-10 in col. 1), the reservoir 30 being disposed 
adjacent the first side (note Fig. 2) and having a predetermined weak region (note lines 28-31 in 
col. 6) having a comparatively low burst force (note lines 21-25 in col. 6) and a distribution 
channel 44 on the reservoir 30; the substance being sequentially releasable (note lines 17-20 in 
col. 7) to the first side through the channel 44 via multiple applications of pressure to the 
reservoir 30 (note lines 60-62 in col. 4, from line 67 in col. 4 to line 1 in col. 5 and lines 1-21 in 
col. 8); and a flow restriction layer (constituted by the layer 37, note lines 16-29 in col. 4) 
disposed between the reservoir 30 and the first side (note Fig. 2). 
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7. Claims 1-6, 10-20, 22, 23 and 25-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) and 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Gruenbacher et al. (6,726,386). 

The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant application. Based upon 
the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art under 35 U.S.C. 
102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome either by a showing under 37 
CFR 1.132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in the reference was derived from the 
inventor of this application and is thus not the invention "by another", or by an appropriate 
showing under 37 CFR 1.131. 

With respect to claim 1, Gruenbacher et al. ('386) disclose an applicator 10 having all the 
claimed features including a first side (constituted by panel 24) having a first internal surface 32 
and a first external surface 31; a second side (constituted by panel 26) having a second internal 
surface 34 and a second external surface 33; and a flexible film dosing reservoir 30 (note line 27 
in col. 1 1 and lines 12-18 in col. 10) comprising a resealable channel 44 (note lines 54-67 in col. 
9) in fluid communication with the reservoir 30, the reservoir 30 containing a substance for 
distributing onto a target surface (note lines 9-11 in col. 1) and having a predetermined weak 
region especially when formed by scoring (note from line 38 in col. 1 1 to line 6 in col. 12), the 
reservoir 30 being disposed between the first external surface 31 of the first side and the second 
internal surface 34 of the second side (note Fig. 2), the substance being releasable from the 
reservoir 30 through the resealable channel 44 (note lines 47-67 in col. 9) and through the first 
side to the target surface (note lines 47-50 in col. 6) by an application of pressure to the reservoir 
30 (note lines 41-46 in col. 7). 

With respect to claim 2, Gruenbacher et al. ('386) also disclose a first substantially fluid- 
impervious barrier layer 25 located between the reservoir 30 and the second internal surface 34 
of the second side (note Fig. 2). 

With regard to claim 13, Gruenbacher et al ('386) further disclose a second substantially 
fluid-impervious barrier layer 27 disposed between the first barrier layer 25 and the second 
internal surface (note lines 1-3 in col. 19). 
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With regard to claim 14, Gruenbacher et al. ('386) additionally disclose a second flexible 
film dosing reservoir 35 containing a second substance for distributing on the target surface (note 
lines 6-10 in col. 19). 

With respect to claim 3, Gruenbacher et al. ('386) also disclose that the applicator is 
selected from the group consisting of gloves, mitts (note lines 20-30 and 61-63 in col. 5) and 
wipes (note lines 1-3 in col. 37 and from line 27 in col. 37 to line 3 in col. 38). 

With respect to claim 4, Gruenbacher et al ('386) further disclose that the flexible film 
dosing reservoir 30 is rupturable (note lines 20-21 in col. 8). 

With regard to claim 5, Gruenbacher et al. ('386) additionally disclose that the flexible 
film dosing reservoir 30 is rendered rupturable by a frangible seal (note lines 38-42 in col. 1 1). 

With regard to claim 6, Gruenbacher et al. ('386) also disclose that the flexible film 
dosing reservoir 30 is foldable proximate to the frangible seal (note lines 8-15 in col. 16). 

With regard to claim 12, Gruenbacher et al. ('386) further disclose that the frangible seal 
has at least one stress concentrator (note lines 22-33 in col. 7). 

With respect to claim 10, Gruenbacher et al. ('386) additionally disclose that the flexible 
film dosing reservoir 30 further includes a distribution head (note lines 3-4 in col. 9) in fluid 
communication with the resealable channel through which the substance is released fi-om the 
reservoir to the first side (note lines 54-67 in col. 9). 

With respect to claim 11, Gruenbacher et al. ('386) also disclose that the flexible film 
dosing reservoir 30 further comprises a plurality of chambers or compartments with each 
compartment containing a substance for distributing on the target surface and the compartments 
being adapted to provide at least one fianction wherein the function is selected from the group 
consisting of mixing, multiple dispensing, and sequential dispensing (note Hnes 37-61 in col. 8). 

With respect to claim 15, Gruenbacher et al. ('386) further disclose that the flexible film 
dosing reservoir 30 comprises a material capable of varying seal strengths (note lines 38-65 in 
col. 11). 
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With respect to claim 16, Gruenbacher et al. (*386) additionally disclose that the first side 
is a substantially non-absorbent material (note lines 16-17 in col. 12). 

With respect to claim 17, Gruenbacher et al. ('386) also disclose that the second side is a 
substantially absorbent material (note lines 10-12 in col. 17). 

With respect to claim 18, Gruenbacher et al. ('386) further disclose a friction enhancing 
element located on at least one of the first and second sides (note lines 14-17 in col. 19). 

With regard to claim 19, Gruenbacher et al. ('386) additionally disclose that at least one 
of the first and second sides is textured (note from line 65 in col. 20 to line 45 in col. 21). 

With regard to claim 20, Gruenbacher et al. (*386) also disclose that the flexible film 
dosing reservoir 30 is located to avoid inadvertent dispensing (note lines 8-48 in col. 16). 

With respect to claim 22, Gruenbacher et al, ('386) further disclose a temperature- 
changing element (note Figs. 26-45 and fi-om line 20 in col, 24 to line 8 in col. 31). 

With respect to claim 23, Gruenbacher et al. ('386) additionally disclose that at least one 
of the first and second sides comprise one or more removable layers (note lines 30-65 in col. 18). 

With regard to claim 25, Gruenbacher et al. ('386) disclose an applicator 10 having all 
the claimed features including a first side (constituted by panel 24) having a first internal surface 
32 and a first external surface 31; a second side (constituted by panel -26). having a second 
internal surface 34 and a second external surface 33; a rupturable laminate film reservoir 30 
(note lines 27 and 38 in col. 1 1) comprising a resealable channel 44 (note lines 54-67 in col, 9) in 
fluid communication with the reservoir 30, the reservoir 30 containing a substance for 
distributing onto a target surface (note lines 9-11 in col. 1), the reservoir 30 being disposed 
between the first external surface 31 of the first side and the second internal surface 34 of the 
second side (note Fig. 2), the substance being releasable from the reservoir 30 through the 
resealable channel 44 (note lines 3-6 in col. 9) and through the first side to the target surface 
(note lines 9-12 in col. 12) via an application of pressure to the reservoir 30 (note lines 41-46 in 
col. 7); and a flow restriction layer (note lines 36-59 in col. 10) disposed between the reservoir 
30 and the first external surface. 
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With respect to claim 26, Gruenbacher et al. ('386) also disclose that the reservoir is a 
flexible film reservoir (note line 27 in col. 1 1 and from line 65 in col. 1 1 to line 6 in col. 12). 

With respect to claim 27, Gruenbacher et al. ('386) also disclose that the applicator is 
selected from the group consisting of a glove, a mitt (note Unes 20-30 and 61-63 in col. 5) and a 
wipe (note lines 1-3 in col. 37 and from line 27 in col. 37 to line 3 in col. 38). 

With respect to claim 28, Gruenbacher et al. (*386) additionally disclose a substantially 
fluid-impervious barrier layer 25 disposed between the rupturable reservoir 30 and the second 
internal surface 34 (note Fig. 2). 

With respect to claim 29, Gruenbacher et al. ('386) disclose an applicator 10 having all 
the claimed features including a first side (constituted by panel 24) having a first internal surface 
32 and a first external surface 31; a second side (constituted by panel 26) having a second 
internal surface 34 and a second external surface 33; a flexible film dosing reservoir 30 (note line 
27 in col. 1 1 and lines 12-18 in col. 10) comprising at least one frangible seal 45 (note lines 47- 
53 in col. 9, line 60 in col. 10 and Fig. 7) and a distribution channel 44 disposed proximate the 
seal 45 (note Fig. 7), the reservoir 30 containing a substance for distributing onto a target surface 
(note lines 9-1 1 in col. 1), the reservoir 30 being disposed adjacent the first side (note Fig. 2), the 
substance being sequentially releasable (note lines 39-42 in col 8) through the seal 45 and 
through the distribution channel 44 to the first side via multiple applications of pressure to the 
reservoir 30 (note lines 13-17 in col. 7, lines 22-23 in col. 7 and line 54 in col. 9 to line 18 in col. 
10). 

8. With respect to claim 30, Gruenbacher et al. ('386) disclose an applicator 10 having all 
the claimed features including a first side (constituted by panel 24) having a first internal surface 
32 and a first external surface 31; a second side (constituted by panel 26) having a second 
internal surface 34 and a second external surface 33; a reservoir 30 containing a substance for 
distributing onto a target surface (note lines 9-11 col. 1), the reservoir 30 being disposed adjacent 
the first side (note Fig. 2) and having a predetermined weak region (note from line 67 in col. 1 1 
to line 6 in col. 12) having a comparatively low burst force (note lines 54-65 in col. 1 1) and a 
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distribution channel 44 on the reservoir 30; the substance being sequentially releasable (note 
lines 39-42 in col. 8) to the first side through the channel 44 via multiple applications of pressure 
to the reservoir 30 (note lines 13-17 in coL 7, lines 22-23 in col. 7 and line 54 in col. 9 to line 18 
in col. 10); and a flow restriction layer (note lines 36-59 in col. 10) disposed between the 
reservoir 30 and the first side (note Fig. 2). 

Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments filed August 25, 2005 have been fully considered but they are not 
deemed persuasive. 

10. Applicants' arguments regarding the claim language "a first side having a first internal 
surface and a first external surface" and "a second side having a second internal surface and a 
second external surface" have been carefully considered. However, as clearly pointed out above, 
the specification, in the detailed description, fails to use this language in describing the various 
applicators. Therefore, it cannot be determined what specific structure is intended by this claim 
language. 

11. Applicants' arguments regarding the barrier layers have been carefully considered. 
However, the placement of the barrier layers as claimed does not find support in the originally 
filed disclosure. Once again, it appears that the above claim language ("a first side having a first 
internal surface and a first external surface" and "a second side having a second internal surface 
and a second external surface") is instrumental in determining what structure and structural 
relationships are being claimed. 

12. Applicants' arguments regarding the flow restriction layer have been carefully 
considered. However, the originally filed disclosure fails to support or describe the claimed 
disposition of the flow restriction layer as called for by claims 25 and 30, i.e., "disposed between 
said reservoir and said first external surface" and "disposed between said reservoir and said first 
side", respectively. 
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Conclusion 

13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to the examiner, Kathleen J. Prunner, whose telephone number is 
571-272-4894. 

14. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Justine Yu, can be reached on 571-272-4835. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

15. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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